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LETTER 


Occaſo mal Wr iter. 


Moſt Waortby Sik, 

EVER yet did Man 
more ſeriouſly con- 
gratulate another, than 
did you, on your 
late Arrival in Eng- 
laud. How bleſt, in 

5 = my Opinion, was the 
Change; from Exile, to your Na- 
: . Country ? From your * Re- 

= a. ert. | 
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3 to his Cbuaterance? from 
the Forfejture, to the Poſſeſſion of 
Four Fortene ? And from the Hazard || 
of Life, to Security ? To me your 
Happineſs appeared ſo great, had I not 
lo d, I ſhould have exvied you. Fe- 
licity is, generally ſpeaking, of a Re- 
tative Nature; It reſults from a Senſe 

of its Contrary ; and much too great 

is our daily Conviction, that Men, 


if always happy, are never truly 


lo. If Danger recommends ſucceed- 


ing Jafety; if Frowns, Favours; 


and Tumult, Peace: If receiving Be- 
nefits, at our utmoſt Need, is accom. 


panied with great Pleaſure; and Op- i 


portunities of unburdening our grate- 
ful Hearts, with greater ſtill; the Sour- 


ces of Satisfaction lay open to youn 
Deſires. Nor were other Circumſtan- 
ces wanting to you, of heightening © 
_ theſe Advantages when happen'd this 
Revolution in your Affairs? Ar a Sea- 


fon of Life, when Men are, uſually, 


beſt qualified to re/i/þ, and male the 
moſt of their good Succels. When 
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the Maturity of the Judgment em- 
braces the Indulgence of Events ; and 
Indi ſcretion no longer takes Part with 


| Misfortune, againſt our Peace. For- 


tune has much leſs to do, than Wi, 
dom, with our Felicity: Young Men 
are wretched if not moſt Happy ; Old 
Men are Happy * free from Di- | 
ſtrels. — 


Y ou, I7v by hs Courſe of ven 
was turn'd of your Meridian; and your 
Conſtitution was ert a little forward, 
beyond your natural Time of Day, 
by the Fatigues, and Accidents of 
Life. Nature, and Experience, and For- 
tune, ſeem'd in League for the Furthe- 
rance of your Happineſs; Bur ſome 
Mens Tempers are a Match for all 
| Theſe, You had reach'd the Period of 


Good Husbandry in Bleſſings; when 


abſent Evils are look'd on as aH 


| Pleaſures, and Man can find our 


Fruition in Reſt. A Period! when 


| the Paſſions manumit us, and Pru- 


dence reigns in their ſtead. In the 
= i 
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ſerene Evening of ſo rempeſtuous 2 


Day, what ſecret Complacency, what 
ſettled Compoſure did I imagine you 


would enjoy; unleſs when inter 


rupted with Tranſports of Zeal for 
their Service who befriended you; or 


Tranſports of Joy for their Profpe- 


rity, who were the Authors of Your 
own? 


How was 1 ſurpriz d to find you 
tranſported indeed, but in a very dil. 
ferent manner? To find you at Home, 
under all the Inquierudes of an Exile! 
To find the Advanc'd in Tears, in all 
the Impetuoſity of Youth ? The 0. 
blig'd, Complaining ? and the Par. 
don d, Provok'd ? To ſee Experience 
Tndiſtreet ; Revenge riſing from Obli- 
gatzons ; and Succeſt in all the Tem- 
peſt of Deſpair? No Mark, no leaſt 
Symptom of a Perſon that had receiy'd 
any Favour, but the Power of exert- 
ing bis Ingratitude againſt if, 


Vous 


cc 
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Your Reſentment was ſomewhat 
extraordinary; much more your Con- 
duff under it. For retaining a Pre- 
ſence of Mind in your Wrath, you le- 
yell'd it moſt accurately at Him, in 
whoſe Defence, particularly, it ſhould 
have been ſignaliz' d. If this is your 


Impartiality, you need not bind your BET 


ſelf by any ſolemn Engagements; we 
dare truſt your #ncavenanted Grace for 
the punctual Obſervation of it. How 
comes it to paſs, S IR, that you are ſo 
ſucceſiful, and ſo diſſatisfied ; fo fa- 

vour d, and fo virulent; fo wiſe, and 
ſo imprudent ; at one and the fame Ar- 
ticle of Time ? as rank Contradictions 
as you can poſſibly charge on any | 
Man whatever! This, SIR, is a“ Dif- 
ficulty in Chronolog y, which has not 
yet received the Fayour of a Solution 
from your moſt learned Pen. 


Ir is not from any Terror I con - 
ccive at your Emotion, that I preſume 
Letter I. pag. 3. 
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to put this Queſtion to you; for ] 
look not on your Warmth, by any 
means, as an Argument of Perſeverance 
in your preſent formidable Reſolutions. 
Far from it; a Mind in Rage, like Steel 
in Fire, looks terrible indeed; but 
is, then, moſt ſuſceptible of any new 
Impreſſions, Which Truth, your Con- 
duct has already confirm'd. And ! 
muſt confeſs, I conceiv'd, at the firſt 
Notice of your Animoſity, very ſan- 
guine Hopes of your ſudden Converſeon. 
How much, how juſtly would your 
Adverſary ſtand oblig'd, could your 
Invectives convince the World, that He 
has, really, us'd you ill? But I fear (as 
you threaten) you will indeed tick by 


Him for Life, ſince the Favours you 


have receiv'd are wndenzable. The 


Malice of ſome Men is impotent but 


on their Benefactors; as Witches (they 
ſay) can affli& none with their Art, 


but ſuch as have relieved them, and 


by Compaſſio on — their Malg- 
nity. 
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Bor to quit Generals, and come 
cloſer to the Point. Finding, S1 &. 
your Temper a little Implacable to your 


Friends, what Method are you pleaſed 
to purſue for your honeſt Gratification of 


it? Why, Retain'd by your Reſent- 


ment, (which is as ignoble a Slavery 


as being retain'd by the Miniſter moſt 


corrupt on Earth) you draw your Pen, 


and write an * znoffen/tve Letter in the 
Bitterneſs of Heart; You beſpeak 


our good Opinion of your *Publick 
Benevolence, by Private Reflectiou; 
and exhauſt the Riches of your [ma- 


gination, in a Performance ſacred to 
Truth, Your Letter ſtrikes at Him, 
to whom, particularly, you owe that 
Liberty you enjoy, of giving it to the 


Publick from an Engliſh Preſs; At 
Him, worthy SIR. without whoſe 


Candour for your Intereſt, you could 
not have exerted your Acrimony againſt 
His; And, therefore, to Him, to whom 


alone (in your equitable Eſtimation) it 


can poſſibly belong. This, SIR, is an 


Laiter II. 5. 30. 
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Amabilis 1 ais, not of Horace, bur | 


intirely "our own. 


Habitet tecum, 2 1 7 pettore j in iſto. 


Tais your firſt excellent. Epiſtle 


Was favour'd with an Anſwer; but an 
Anſwer, I confeſs, inadequate to your 
Deſerts. Of which Opinion you like- 
wiſe ſeem to be, by the judicious, and 
honeſt Pains you have taken to reduce 
the Picture, there, drawn of you, to 
a more accurate Reſemblance, by ſtri- 
king off all ambirious Ornaments, and 
giving it zaked to the World, in your 
authentick Ab/traf? of it. So truly am 
charm'd with the amiable i 
of your Temper, that I'll ſecond your 


Deſign; I'll puſh it ſtill farther; make 


an Abſtract of your Abſtract ; and with 
the Exactneſs of a Dutchman, not ad- 
mit one Touch of the Pencil but what 


is ſcrupulouſly Juſt, and faithful to 


Life; if I am not betray'd unawares 
into Miſtakes, by the Confidence I re- 


poſe in your own. Delineation, and 
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an implixit Deference to your Autho- 


rity. And then the beautiful Minia- 
ture, which ſhould be ſet in Gold, 


and hung, as an Amulet againſt Male- 
adminiſtration, round every virtuous 
Stateſman's Neck, would run to hir 
Effet; and manifeſt your Reply to 
be quite as pleaſant, as your Attack 
was eee, 


« Your Name had been ſuperflu- 
*« ous; The Marks are ſufficient : You. 


* cloſed with the Intereſts of Foreign 


Powers. The Emperor, ſince un- 


* grateful, is entitled to your good 


Opinion; And France, ſince it has 


* oblig'd you, is the natural Object of 


hl Proſperity , or pity d you in Diſ- 


grace. I cannot be mortify'd at his 
KReſentments, all whoſe Obligations 
are paid in that Coin; But had much 

rather have ſuch a * than ſuch a 
5 Friend. 2 


* Ts 
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Tus, SIR. is the Deſcription which | + 
you repeat to the World, as a Confu- | | 
tation of your Foe. A new way of 
Confutation, to confirm what He fays. 

If in you zhzs is valid, why not in! 
me? and if in me, you too have re- | 
ceived a moſt ſufficient Reply. Our 
of your own Quiver I have borrow'd 
my Shaft; and in Gratitude muſt con- 
fels it no ſmall Conſolation, to encoun- 
ter ſuch an Adverſary, who, the more 
he writes, gives his Antagoniſt the leſs 
Occaſion of an Anſwer. 1 


drawing of which, ? muſt be confeſ7'd, 
you greatly conſult your own Honour, 
and Glory, as you ſay your ſelf. With 
ſuch Honours adorn'd, how can you 
do your ſelf the Injuſtice to regret the 
trivial Extinction of any Titles whatſo- 
ever? A Character of this Nature I 55 
ſhould not have drawn my ſelf, but! 


| 
4 
| 
Tais, S1RK, is the Picture, in the l 
| 
| 
( 
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hope 
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hope to tranſcribe, is not to offend ; 5 
or if it is, I fly, for Protection, t 1 
| your Example. - 5 


Tur Picture was drawn, at firſt, 


with $oftnings, and middle Teints, by 


your generous Foe ; a Manner, and 
Taſte, which you profeſs your own : 
Why did you correct it, ſo ſeverely, 


into a perfect Aunibal Carache, by fol. 


lowing Truth and Nature with the 


utmoſt Exatineſs? I am truly ſurpriz d 
you choſe rather to illuſtrare, than to 


deepen its Shadows. Why, like Cato, 


Whoſe Character you ſo juſtly aſſume, 


(as ſhall ſoon be ſhewn) did you re- 
fuſe all Healers that were charitably ad- 


miniſter'd, and obſtinately valiant, wi- 
den your own Wounds ? Short-Hand, 
ſays Plutarch, came, firſt, in uſe at 


Rome, on Cato's Account; and Ab- 
ſtracting of Abſtracts, now, firſt, in Bri- : 


| tain, on . 


. Bur i; cannot, SIR, do Juſtice to 
G this your: ſingular Conduct, wirhont 
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| pauſe mg upon itz and borrowing the | 
Luſtre of your own Words on the very | 
ſame Occaſion. | 


| How . how free ! how bold! | © 
how generous ! Well may thoſe who | 
| have the Honour of a near Approach 
Zo you, extol the noble Openneſs of 
your Nature, which diſplays it ſelf in 
this uncommon manner; and think that 
Temper in a Stateſman truly admira- 
ble, which loſes it ſelf fo gloriouſly ? 
How Great, like Mutius, in own- 
ing a Truth to your Enemy, fo lit- 
tle to your Advantage? How Free, 
like a Death-bed Penitent, in ſetting 
your own Faults in the ſtrongeſt Light? 
How Bold, like a Lady of Pleaſure, 

_ often diſciplin'd in Publick, in bidding 
Defiance to the Cenſure of Mankind? 
And how Generous, in making a Con- 

fident of the World, as to your real 
Character, at the ſame Time that you 
had your Deſigns upon ig? As if 
like your exact Tally, Alexander, you 
diſdain d the Meanneſs of ſtealing 6 
6 
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| victory. How muſt This draw the 8 
Admiration of Ages? How muſt Eu- 
2 y it ſelf confeſs, that you too, Migh- 
| ty S1R, have, moſt eſfectually, made 
Jon ſelf x an nar, ht : 


I cannot reſiſt the Curioſity of 
enquiring into all the various, poſſible 


Reaſons of ſo peculiar a Conduct in 


you. It is an Obſervation in Plu- OE 


tarch, and in Montagne, that the real 


Characters of illuſtrious Men are often 


beſt ſeen, and known, from the caſual 


Light let in upon them from little Par- 


ticulars, that have nothing glaring to 
the common Eye. I ſhall therefore diſ- 
ſect this minute Part of your univer- 


fal Prudence, (over- look d by my Bro- 


ther Writers,) and contemplate it, as 


through a Microſcope: not doubting 
but I ſhall find the whole Syſtem of 


Wiſdom folded up in it; as the Curi- 


ous, in an Acorn, diſcover an Oak. 


« WrHar 
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«WHar, then, was the Cau/? ? Was 


« you tranſported with Paſſion, and did 


« you cloſe with Truth unawares; ſo 
long declined, and with ſuch Succeſs ? | 


“Or did you not know your own Fea- 


© tures, having never ſurvey'd them in 
4 ſo faithful a Mirror before? If fo, 
cc take Eve's Information under the lame 


0 — 


— — . hat Thou ſeeft, 


Fair - Ons I thy ſelf. — _ 


« Or, having been a Miniſter your ſelf, 


did you really think it Criminal, or 


« Abſurd in a Miniſter to ſpeak Truth; 
« and conſequently, that the greateſt 


« Imputation lay on him, who drew the 
Picture originally? Or did you ima- 
cc gine it wou'd be diſown'd by its Au- 


« thor, when the Shadows were ſtruck 
* off, and the Portrait appeared in fo 


„ glaring a Light? Some affirm it is 


© ſtill more like; and tho', thro' Good- 
++ Manners, he declin'd it himſelf, thro' 
the ſame Good-Manners he —_ ac- 


M0 quieſce 
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« quieſce i in that Liberty, when * : 


« by you. Or did you ſhew it to move 


» 5457 as Lazers their Infirmities. 


ſhew it to ſtrike Terror? as Pal- 
66 2 zer Shield. Or did you repeat it 
like Eccho'? becauſe you cou'd utter 


nothing elſe. Or did you ju/tly think 
« your only Way of diſarming your 


„Enemies, was to take the Words 
out of their Mouths? Or was it 


„to ſhew what you ſuffer' d in the 


« Cauſe of your Country ? Or to ſhew 
« what your Country ſuffer'd from 
« you ? Or way'd you thoſe Orna- 
„ments thro' a Quarrel co Wit? Are 


[then your own Writings not ſuffici- 
ent Revenge? Or did this Conduct 


proceed from a true Roman Bravery, 


= averſe to falling by any Hand but 


your own? Or from a profound Pe- 


| © netration into the Nature of our 
* Laws, which make it, in ſome mea · 


« ſure, Criminal to be Fuſt, and con- 


I ſtrue it a Miſdemeanour to give il- 
luſtrious Delinquents their proper 


0 Names? Or from a profounder Re- 
WV - ** yerenes 
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« verence for Religion, ( which in- 
dceed is moſt likely) from a Puncture 
of Conſcience, to take Shame to 


your ſelf; and like the truly Primi- 
tive, and Exemplary Mr. 


taueouſſy, and ſatisfy the Demands 


of 7uſtice, without giving her the 
trouble to interpoſe ? If fo, I congra- 


* tulate ou, on your great 3 


on; your Friends, on your Alliance; 


* and the World, on your Example. 


B. UT wh was the real Cauſe of 


this Stratagem, you certainly conquer'd 


by it; and after having ſung a Te Deum 
for the Victory, you are pleaſed to 
enter into three ſolemn Engagements, 

I am ſorry they are ſo So/emn, for that 
has made them ſtill the more Jocular. 
What /o/emn Engagements have ſome 


Men ever kept? as if the Knot was 


broken by being ſtrain'd too hard. Some : 
Characters can no more make a ſolemn 
Engagement, than a Bog can * a 


ne of Weight. 


5 
put on the Robe of penitence 3 | 


un wn a— ae. wes as as. "is i kw wood —_— nad am On 


ruzas 


L191 
Tone are, SIR, Engagements both | 
publick, and Private, tho' not of our 


own making: Who violate thoſe which 
Nature, and its Author has made for 


; them, have little reaſon to expect our 


reliance 6n thoſe they make for them- 


ſelves; unleſs we can imagine that Ca- 


price is a ſtronger Tie, than Religion. 
There is no ſuch thing as Patriotiſm, 


like Gideon's Fleece, bleſs'd with the 


Dew of Heaven, while all is Dry round 
about it. The Love of our Country is 
indeed a ſupreme Virtue ; but it is there- 
fore ſo, becauſe more Difficult, and Rare 

than thoſe of a private Nature. It is 
the Virtue of Heroes, but never can be 


arrain'd, but by Thoſe who have, firſt, 
the Virraes of Men. 


ven bien of e 


is allow'd by all. As for Decency, 
and Impartiality, your declaring for 


them, is the ſame kind of Pleaſantry, 


zs if a Duelliſt, who has unloaded his 
Piſtol at his Foe, ſhou'd deelare againſt 
1 Ballets. and turn Orator on the Immo- 
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Wren * youare pleas d to Aue an | 


illaudable Character, in your Mirth; 


you are thought, by ſome, no more 
guilty of Injuſtice, than the Man in 
Martial who ſtole his ews Shoes. 


To be Serious in aReply to ſuch Per- 


formances, is to be Ridiculaur. Some 


Writings are ſecure from an Anſwer, as 


the Downs flying in the Fields, from a 
Blow, purely from their Levity; Who 
ſtrike ſtrongeſt at either, expoſe them- 


ſelves moſt. 


Bur what you want in Weight, you 
ſupply in Ornament, and are indeed the 
very Mirror of Politenels, You have 
not read the Claſſicks, and converſed | 


® Letter l. 


rality of Gunpowder. For what a Li. 
berty t:iumphs thro' all your Epiſtles; 
nay, thro*' this Third Letter, ſo zea- | 
lous for Decorum ? Which moſt amica- || 
bly joins, (while it explodes Contra- | 
 diftions,) the Vow, and Violation of it, 


with | 


aud his Innocence no more. 


with the French, in vain. A Motto 
is juſt as proper a Decoration for an 
Epiſtle, as a Shoulder-knot for a Night- 
Gown for the Letter, of all Wri- 
tings, comes neareſt to an Undreſs of 
the Mind. And he whoſe Epiſtles wear a 
Motto ſo conſtantly, cannot well be too 
liberal of his Cenſure on Others for Pue- 
 rility, Pedantry, Stiffneſs, and Aﬀec- 


tation. You promote our Politeneſs 


as the Spartan Slaves did their Maſter's 
Sobriety; by expoſing an Example of 
the Fault they ſhould avoid. One half of 
your Motto to the Third Ns would 


have ſerv'd. 


— Nie te juvinum alan fi me 


 noſtras 


Julie adire Domo? 


Why aid you rerurn, if you deſign'd 
to behave no better? Had the Waters 
of Affliction not been out, it is very 


poſlible we might have ſeen our Dove 1 
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Bur can Cato behave amiſs ? For ſuch 1 


Jen Arc. 


* Virtutis vere Cuſtos 2 Ha. 


telles. 


„I bluih, and am \ confounded ro appear 
*« Before thy Preſence Cato / 


« Did he not daſh the ted Moi- 


© ſture from him? 
„Not all the Majeſty. and Gods of 
5 8 'TY Rome, mo 


„ Would raiſe her Senate more. chan 1 


Cato's Preſence. + 


O Cato lend me for a while thy Pa- 


«+ rience, 


And condeſcend to hear a young Man 


6 ſpeak. 


Your aſſuming the Character of cs 


puts us in mind of that Roman Emperor 
who rob'd Jupiter's Statue of its golden 


Av == 


Head, and placed it on his own. There ; 


is, in all the Claſſicks, bur one more ve. 
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nerable, 
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nerable, and auguſt Motto to > be found; 

but that was pre- engag'd by a Friend; 
and He the only Author who for chaſte 
Decency, and ſevere Veracity, has a 
berter Title to it thay your ſelf. 


_ Compoſitum jus, faſm: animi, gc : 


receſſus 


Mentis. S iucocl um generoſs pettus 


_ Honeſto, : Gulliver. 


| a Plutarch ſhall nd this Ani- 


madverſion. Shall He who feaſts 
with Craſſus, and builds like aul. 


* talk like Cate FF 


FROM a a Perſon obnoxious, you 7 


up into a Patriot, and flame out in our 
Defence; like the Creature at EVUes 
Far, which being touch'd by a Superior 
Power, blaz d up into the Form of an 

Angel; but it was one and the ſame 

3 Fallen Lucifer under both thoſe Ap- 

| pearances, tho' moſt . We know, 


* Milton. 


SIR, 


[46] 


Six, the private Motive of your pub. . 
lick Zeal. You too are Touch d, and 


touch'd in the ſame manner; and there- 


fore are determin'd to ſhine forth moſt 
outrageouſly. Some, becauſe they can't 


Ruin, reſolve to Preſerve us: which 


ſeems ſtranger, than it is; for what ſo 
like Ruin, as their Preſervation ? 


I wou'd have the Publick, for its 


own. Sake, obſerve, that Engliſh Pa- 
triots are made like Italian Singers, 
by being ſtung to the quick in their 
own private Acfuirs; till chen. they fa» - 
vour not the Publick with th:ir Voice. 
Admirable Patriots, indeed, wou'd theſe 

be, if it held as true in Politics as 

in Maſick. That — is pro- 
moted by — 


AL Artiſice is dangerous, | becauſe 
moſt Men have a Key to it in the In- 


ſincerity of their own Hearts, But 


ſuch Artifice as This is by no Means 


weit in Cyphers. I do not preſume to 


laugh at you, bur giver me leaye to laugh 
Fra * 5 


ies 


a wa. $5 


ö 
with you; for it is impoſſible but your 
publick Gravity muſt be your private 
Mirth. Vou certainly write for your 


own Diverſion, and what you have 
written, we read for Ours. | 


Was wank "TH 1 in your 
Circumſtances, but Retire? Nor go be- 


pyond his Depth in thoſe Waters, in 
which he had once fo narrowly eſcap'd ? 
| Tho? you ſwim, like Cæſar, with your 


Writings in your Hand, it is prudent 


like him, to make the beſt of your way 


to Shore, leſt your Motto ſhould be- 


F come you Epitaph ; for the * of 


| Merſor Civilibus undis 


b. 60 1 am drown'd in Politicks. 


A noble Ruin is a venerable Sight ; | 


the Politer Arts are yours; let them 


adorn it; and cover with their Ju the : 
Injuries of Fate. The Virtues too are 
more likely to make you a Viſit in your 


| Retirement, than in any other Situa- 


— — 
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tion. Some cautious Men have declin'd 


Grandeur, to eſcape e. 


Towanb the latter End of your Third 
Letrer you kindly introduce us to the 
reputable Acquaintance of your Friend 


Meibomius. Into whom, it is poſſible, 


you did not dip, at firſt, on a Politi. 
cal Account. He procures you a Si- 
mile; like other Preſents of Procurers, 
indeed very Pretty, but not over Ju... 
Nor is this the fr/? Time, (if we may 
credit Report) that a beautiful Ob ſce. 

nity has ſupported your Epiſtles. You 
have had, before now, both Beauty 
and Wit at your Fingers Ends, while 
the Care of your Country lay warm at 
your Heart, But a certain Philoſopher, 
as profound as Meibomius, has aſſured 
us, that Things are far gone, when the 


Venereal Diſtemper breaks out in the 


Mouth. Wit from Obſcenity, and Pa- 


triotiſin from Diſguſt, are like Baſtards ; 


- their Parents Diſhonour deſcends upon 


them, how meritorious ſoeyer they are 


in chemſelves. 
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Tuts Flower of your Rhetoric, like“ 


other Flowers, owes its lovely Being to 
the Beams of your Genius, and the Rich- 
neſs of the Soil out of which it grows. 

Nor can I fee, with Rabelais, any Odd- 
neſs in the Concurrence of a Dunghil 
and the Sun, to ſo fair an Effect, tho!“ 
diſtant in their Natures, as ſome Peo- 
ples Writiugs and the Public Good. 
I ſuppoſe your punning Friends call This 


9 4 * 


Boy be that as it will; Great is 
Meibomius, nor are you Leſs, His 
curious Inſtrument is rivaled by your 
curious Pen: whoſe obliging Di/tipline 
tickles our Spleen ; and whole ſmarteſt 
Strokes adminiſter to Delight. TY 


0 | Your Letters here. a nice Me- : 
of diocrity, they are neither Bad enough 


enough to Gratifie your Enemies, 
nor Good enough to Oblige your 


Friends. They are quite as far from 
9 * gaming, as from /oſing a Reputation; 
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« and are received, juſt as they " 
« written, with great Indifferency. 

„is prudent in you to deſign them Ra 
+ * Poſterity, ſince they meet not an 
Acceptance from the preſent Age. 
II hope ſome of thoſe, whom you 
look on with Contempt, will ac- 
* quaint Poſterity what a favour you 
deſign'd it, leſt in that view, like- 
* wiſe, your Eforts ſhou'd be vain, 
There is, alſo, reaſon good to hope 
* they may appear in f foreign Lan- 
guages, ſince in that Intereſt they 
appear already. They excel in no- 
thing, but in Auger; they ſhine 
from nothing, but the Replies they 
have obrain'd; as the glowing Steel 
* ſparkles from the Blows which an 
* beſtowed upon it. And how you 
« came to arrive at a Third Epiſtle, after 
« ſuch an Anſwer to your foregoing, I 


can't conceive, unleſs you thought 


_ «+ yourſelf that Heroe's Equal, who 


® Letger I, I luer l. | 1 
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1 er  letho Jernendus erat. Vine. 


« Your Works, like tho of Sybil, 
„ would riſe/in their Price, as they fall 
ain their Number; and the more of 

them you burn, the larger your De- 
4 mand on the Gratitade of the Publick, 
„for what is left, | 


Sum, | endeavour not to detract, but 


to repreſent ; not to wrong you, but to 


do right to Truth: nor is it my Fault. 


if to deſeribe, is to defame. I honour 


you for the high Stations you have been 


in; I eſteem you for your Ability; and 
think better of it than to imagine you 
can reſent any Freedom, , which you 
have authoriz'd by your own. Bur fire 
Parts may hurt us two ways: if not 
equal'd by our Virtue, they expoſe ; 
if not equal'd by our Judgment, they 
betray. How fad is it, when Men are 
able to /torn, even where they admire ? 
How prone are we to Error, when we 
| think too meanly of others Underſtand- 
5 g's through: a Pride in our own ; No- 
" 
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thing is ſo ſtrong an Argument againſt 1 
the Excellency of your Senſe, as the 


Confidence you repoſe in it. 


Wonss are of Force while Men 


are Untryd, but Actious put an End 
to their Authority; which are ſome- 
times ſuch, as to reduce us to this, 
that we cannot ſerve our Country's 
Intereſi, without diſappointing her Ex- 
Pectation. *Tis fruitleſs to declare for 
Iutegrity in our Fall, which ſuffer'd 
Violation from us, when in Power. 
We ſhall not gain Credit, though we 
are ſſucere. Which is a ſure Re- 
prizal ordain'd by Nature, in Favour of 
Virtue once infring'd by us. If you 
bear an honeſt Heart to your Coun- 
try, none can ſtand aſſured of that., 
bdut your ſelf; and you muſt own your 
Conduct to be her ample Juſtification, 
for being Cautious of Reliance, and 
Tender in her Faith. He that has 4- 
bus'd, has loft the Uſe of Speech; that 
is, a Power of communicating his 
Thoughts to other Men; not that he 
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has no Tongue, but They have no 


= Ears for him. 


Non is any thing paſt of more Force 
in this Particular, than your preſent Be. 
haviour. There is both a Modeſty, and 
2 Pride, Aſſociates of true Merit, which 
we ſeldom miſs, but we regret their 
Abſence in the Man we would eſteem. 


Lou have ſo behaved, as to become Ob- 


noxious; you have received ſuch Fa- 
vour, as to become Oblig'd: both Per- 
ſwaſives to that Modeſty I mean; both 
Enemies to Forwardneſs of Enterpri- 
_ Zing in thoſe Scenes, in which we have 
already fail'd. Both in Decency and 
Policy, you ſhould wait a Call for your 
_ Abilities; it would give Credit to your 
Retirement, and Luſtre to your Admi- 
niſtration. Through Love of Power, 
prevail with your ſelf to decline it. 


Tax Pride I mean, that generous, 
laudable Pride, ſeldom fails to ſhow it 


| #felf, when Offers of our Services are 
1 coolly received by thoſe _ are de- 
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' ſigned to oblige. And they who, not 
withſtanding this, are importunate to 
preſs their Favours on the Publick, in- 
timate, that they have ſomething be. 
| fide the RUM Advantage in View. 1 


« Bur, perhaps you ls. v when Pa * 


„ triots are few, and the Publick is 


*« miſus'd, we muſt do good with Vio 

« lence, overcome the Patient's wrong 
* Inclination, and compel the World to 
be the better for us. Deſerting * is 


* net to betraying it. How then 


++ ſhould you be guilty of it? You de- 
_ ** ſign the Nation's Glory, and your 
% own.” Let it ſuffice, then, to the 
Nation's Glory, that it ſtands not in 


need of ſo able a Miniſter ; and to 


your own, that you are pardon'd for 
what you have done, and ſtand excus'd 


from what you would 40 more for her 
| Service. 


II you deſign us well, it is Virtue 


in you; bur then ir is only — 


renne 
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to a greater degree of Virtue, on ſuch 
proper Motives, as I conceive you hae, 


to forego that Scene in which you de- 
ſign ro behave fo gloriouſſy. An old 
Roman Prayer, is mine. Ita eniq; eve- 
nat, ut quiſq; de Republica mereatur. 
Which, for ought I know, is bleſſing 
= and — the Miniſtry. a 


ARE you not aware, chat while you 


accuſe them for Male-adminiſtration , 


you condemn your ſelf } What mean 


lome by Reformation, but turning the i : 


Courſe of Affairs through their own 
Hands? What by Male-adqminiftrati- 


on, (if any there be) bur that They 


are deny'd a Participation in the Guilt? 
Envy, though it pretends ro Spirit, is 
the moſt Puſillanimous of all Diſpoſi- 
tions; as Ariſtotle has obſerv'd. Things 
appear Great or Little, in Proportion 
to the Size of the Mind; and the Lit- 
tle-minded look on Things with ardent 
Deſire, which make no Impreſſion on 


Souls more enlarg'd, Moſt Men, thro- 


a natural Imperuoſity, run themſelves | 


im). 


out of Breath, after vain Purfoite ; j and 
till they are tir'd into a Neceſſity of 
ſtanding ſtill, have not Leiſure to ask 
themſelves, whither they are going, or 
what they would have. What can you 
attain, which you have not experienc'd? 
And what have you experienced,of which 
you have reaſon to be paſſionately fond? 
 Thro' Impotence, we ſeek Power; and in 
Purſuit of Glory, we diſcover our Shame. 
Has your Character left you no Means fo 
proper of eſtabliſhing Thoſe who deſerve 
well of you, as oppoſing Them ? Is the 
Miniſtry corrupt ? let the unblemiſh'd 
_ accuſe. Are our Fortunes in Danger? be 
thoſe the loudeſt, who owe their For- 


tunes to themſelves alone. Are Affairs 


in improper Hands? let thoſe reſcue 
us, who have no Imputation on their own, 
So high runs my Opinion of the Perſons 
in Power, that, I think, they who reject 
them, have nothing to do to finiſh the 

Fayour they deſign their Country, but to 

ſubſtiure you in their ſtead · 0 


Bur! compaſſionate your Caſe; you 


ſuffer * 


| Negotiations deny it. 
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5 ſuffer moſt inhuman Wrong. Shall a 
Man of Spirit be ſerved by Halves? 


Shall He have Life, and Fortune, with- 


out any Titles to them? Shall He be 
excluded that Seat, without which, like 
Archimedes, He wauts whereon to fix 
his Engine, with which He is able to 
toſs the Globe? Believe me, S 1x, Titles 


are but the Feather ; every Man's Cha- 
racter is his Helmet, which alone can 
defend him; and That no one can give 


him but bimſelf. 


a Tos condemn the Adminiſtration, our 
_ Proſperity applauds it; you ſay it would 


be ſafer in your Hands, your former 
We can't be- 
lieve you, without disbelieving our Sen- 
ſer; without contradicting our Expe- 


rience, we can't acquieſce in your Ad. 
vice. The ſhort Queſtion, therefore, 


is. Shall the Word of a Man in Paſ- 


| ſion, the Credit of a Man in Diſgrace, 
the Connſel of an wnſucceſoful Minis 
Cour- 

7 Her, the f of the Am-. 


fter, the Candor of a diſtar 


bitious, 


— 
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| bitions, ths „ pe as | 
appointed, the Faith of the Convic?lid 
and the Author of a Pamphleteer® 5 
outweigh the genvral- Senſe of a Na- 
tion; the Experience of many vears: 
and the confirm'd Opttiton of more 
== xg] than e which protect 
a 
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A certain Noble Roman' iu 
of Auguſtus retir'd to Rhodes, where be 9 
gave a looſe to Pleaſure; read much; 
and convers'd with the Greeks. He at 
length ſollicited a Return; which was 
granted, under this Condition, That 
He ſhou'd never more bear Office in 
„the Commonwealth.“ Shall we re⸗ 
ceiye from France a * of our n 


of our L You . 5 
Pleaſant, Enjoy it; The Pub | 1 
8 Wertes ir 10 n | uy 45 
Plant, R Drink: 1 
make ſolemn Engagements ; do ny ng 
but Protect us, and we ar 
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